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PoLITICAL. 


The Navavibhdkar, of the 28th March, notices with exceeding grati- 
fication that the Liberals have at length 
fulfilled their promise of evacuating Candahar. 
Their Afghan policy has thus been vindicated. The advocates of annexation 
have become extremely uneasy at this, and are protesting against the course 
resolved upon by Government. All their efforts, however, have proved 
unavailing, and the action of the Ministry has been approved of by the 
House of Commons. The Editor characterizes the arguments which are 
being employed by Lord Lytton, Colonel Malleson, and others in favour of 
retaining Candahar as simply absurd, and the statement made by the 
first-named person to the effect that the people of India are in favour of 
annexation, as one which is positively untrue. 

2. The Sahachar, of the 28th March, remarks, in the course of an 
article, that it is Lord Lytton who must be 
held mainly responsible for the war with 
Afghanistan, the death of Shere Ali, the anarchy in his kingdom, all the 
bloodshed of the war, and the waste of 22 crores of rupees. It was he who by 
his acts for the first time destroyed the almost unbounded confidence 
formerly reposed by the people in the Government of India. He has been 
repeatedly caught making false statements. It is to be hoped that England 
will not send any more Viceroys of his stamp to this country. 

&. The Juanda Bazar Patrikd, of the 28th March, pp yg the 

, S Liberal Ministry upon its wise and pious 
ne a aa ray an amicable a 
with the Boers of Transvaal. If they are successful in this, the world will 
obtain a fresh proof of the sincerity of the professions of the Liberal party. 
Victories of pence are a thousand times more valuable than those of war. 
The statesmanship, nay the prevailing morality of Europe, does not favour 
the idea of generosity towards an enemy. It is always in favour of a rigor- 
ous treatment, and this whether the object thereof be the prisoners in the 
jails, or a@ population pinched with hunger, steeped in ignorance, or exaspe- 
rated by oppression. The forbearance shown by the Liberals towards the 
Boers will only enhance the moral prestige of the British nation. 
4. The Som Prakash, of the 4th April, condemns the attitude 
assumed by Lord Lytton and other Conser- 
eord Lytton and the Candaharques- Votives in the debate on the retention of 
Candahar. Their advice is alike opposed to 
justice and the dictates of prudence. The statement made by Lord Lytton, 
to the effect that Native opinion is favourable to annexation, is untrue. The 
persistent efforts made by the Conservatives to embarrass the present Govern- 
ment, and, what is of more consequence, the support they receive from a 
considerable majority of the nation, do not augur well for the continuance of 
the Liberals in office. The prospect is one which it is sad to contemplate. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. | 
5. The Behar Bandhu, of the 24th March, remarks that no case has 
ei ata, ea been made out for bringing in a new Draft 


ies Rent Bill. Mr. Reynolds has invited sug- 
gestions and not merely destructive criticism, but the fact is the measure 


itself is not at all necessary. 
6. We extract the following observations from an article in the 
ideals ak Navaribhdkar of the 28th March :—The 
| condition of tle English Municipalities 1s 
eminently satisfactory. The Municipality of Calcutta follows in some 
measure their example. In most of the municipalities in this 
country, however, the rate-payers do not possess any voice. They simply 


Candahar. 


Lord Lytton and the Afghan War. 
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pay the taxes, but are not consulted as to the expenditure of the proceeds 
thereof. In not a few cases the incidence of taxation is out of all 
proportion to the means and fequirements of the inhabitants, while the 
municipal funds are wastefully expended. The system of work is extremely 


ansatisfactory. The official element is all in all in the Municipaliiies, while 


the non-official members possess a nominal independence; nay any inde- 
endent expression of opinion on their part is almost sure to meet with the 
disfavour of the local authorities. Who would, after the case of Lalchand 
Cnowdhty of Chittagong, still fresh in his mind, venture to express from his 
place in the Municipal Council an independent opinion? Many are thus 
forced to concur in the views of the official Chairman. The municipal 
‘nstitution in Bengal will never be successful so long as the present state of 
things lasts. The Editor exhorts the elected Commissioners of the Seram- 
pore and Krishnaghur Municipalities to be henceforth more attentive to 
their duties, thus taking away from the Lieutenant-Governor all excuse for 
throwing discredit upon the elective system of municipal government. 
Government also is asked to enquire if there was any particular reason for 
the unsatisfactory nature of the work performed by the Municipalities men- 
tioned above. This is the more necessary, because, owing to the presence of 
a large number of able and educated men in both Serampore and Krishna- 
ghur, and also considering the success of the elective system in Burdwan, 
the probubilities were that extremely satisfactory results would be obtained 
inthose places. The article concludes with the following observations :— 
Government has of late begun to saddle Municipalities with heavy charges, 
the greater portion of which it used to bear before. Municipalities have 
now to pay the salaries of the district and sub-divisional clerks who do their 
work, the charges on account of the registration of births and deaths, the costs 
of vaccination, of maintaining schools and dispensaries, and of keeping the 
roads in good order. The Government of India has thrown many charges on 
the Local Governments, and they in their turn are transferring their burdens 
to the Municipalities. Itis the people who suffer from this state of things. 
They have to pay taxes under different names, while they do not obtain any 
adequate benefits. In spite of the levy of the Road Cess and the Public 
Works Cess, the roads re:nain much as they were before these cesses were 
imposed. The introduction of the municipal system has similarly come to 
mean the application of the screw. 
7. The following observations are extracted from an article in the 
ths cus es nce same paper, headed the new Rent Bill:—The 
draft Bill prepared by Mr. Reynolds requires 
excisions and alterations in many parts of it. The Legislature has therefore 
acted wisely in mviting criticisms upon it before passing it into law. In 
the present Bill the rights of the tenant have been to some extent restricted. 
This is doubtless du to the united efforts of the landlords. The provisions 
regarding occupancy rights have not undergone any extensive modifications. 
It strikes us the Legislature is quite perplexed by the difficulty of this ques- 
tion, and the tenacity with which Government is clinging to this question 
might lead one to think that it was the undefined character of the 
right of occupancy which accounted for the occurrence of disputes 
between landlords and tenants. This, however, is not the fact. It would 
he an error to suppose that the zemindars in Bengal are as anxious to 
evict their tenants ‘as Insh landholders. Instead of that being the case, the 
landlords in this country will never, if they can help it, resort to eviction. 
Asa matter of fact, they do not seek the benefit of this arrangement if they 
can obtain fair rents, and are able to enhance the rents of any holding 
Whenever lands adjacent to it bring higher profits. Considering that the 


ryots practically enjoy the right of occupancy, they would not gain much. 
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by having it merely recognized by law. Weare not certainly opposed to any 
concession being made to the ryot in this matter. What we would point 
out is that the ostentatious spirit in which Government describes the impor- 
tance of the occupancy right in ameliorating the condition of the ryots has 
had the effect of making the zemindars complain of an encroach- 
ment upon their rights and privileges. They know perfectly well that in 
practice they would have very little to lose if the occupancy right were 
really conferred upon the ryots. Still they are not the men to let slip an 
opportunity. In our opinion the true cause of the difficulty lies in the 
absence of a simple machinery for collecting and enhancing rents. Owing 
to the operation of various causes, profits from land are gradually increasing , 
but not infrequently the zemindars find it difficult to enhance the rents, 
and are in consequence induced to gain their ends by harassing the ryots, 
The latter also take advantage of the imperfect nature of the law, and seek 
to withhold from the land older what is due to him. The true solution of 
the difficulty will be found in a successful attempt to fix on equitable prin- 
ciples the share of profit derived from land which may belong respectively 
to the landlord, intermediate tenure-holders, and the cultivating tenant, and 
on the other hand to provide the landlords with a simple and effective 
machinery for the recovery and, if necessary, the enhancement of rents, 
It behoves the Legislature to pay greater attention to this point. 
8. The same paper thus writes towards the conclusion of an article 
pale aia? which contains a summary of the budget for 
—— oe? 1881-82 :—The Financial Statement prepared 
by Major Baring, and the suggestions made therein, may not unreasonably 
produce the expectation that, if no calamities befall the country, the - 
finances of the Government of India will in a few years reach a flourishin 
condition, thus ushering into existence the dawn of a better day for the 
people. Major Baring’s aiministration of the finances of Egypt was marked 
by the iniiclastins of improvements. If he meets with a like measure of 
success in his work in this country, he will have earned undying fame. 
9. Adverting to the recent arrest under a civil process, and subsequent 
, detention in jail of a respectable Hindu female 
oil firTent under section 640 of the of Bagbazar in Calcutta, the same paper asks— 
have sections 271, 640, and 336 of the Civil 
Procedure Code been framed for the purpose of outraging the modesty of 
purda-nashin Hindu females by seizing their persons P 
10. Referring to the recent notifications in the Calcutta Gazette for 
acquiring land for the construction of a 
railway from Dum-Dum to _ Baraset, the 
Sahachar, of the 28th March, makes the follow- 
ing observations :—We hope the line from Dum-Dum will be at once taken 
in hand. It will, when completed, be a lasting monument of Sir Ashley's 
rule. For want of railway communications, Baraset and the neighbouring 
localities have been steadily declining in prosperity. There are hardly to be 
found elsewhere so many skilled agriculturists, but the want of facility of 
communication has destroyed all enterprise, and made them unwilling to 
invest capital. The projected railway should not be on metre gauge. The 
metre gauge lines of the Stracheys have been eveywhere failures. The 
proposed line, when completed, will attract an enormous amount of trafic, 
passing, as it will do, through a most fertile part of the country containing 
a wealthy and enlightened population. We are grateful to Sir Ashley Eden 
for this matter. The Editor then directs His Honor’s attention to the 
necessity of setting free the silted up channels of the Suksmavati and Laban- 
yavati rivers. It is owing to their present condition that the drainage of 
this part of the country is obstructed, thus generating the malarious 


A railway from Dum-Dum to 
Baraset. 
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fever and causing the destruction by floods of the crops on low lands. 
The once flourishing villages and marts on the banks of these rivers 
are on the way to decline. Sir Ashley Eden will doubtless hear with concern 
that the fishermen have quitted these localities. All manufacture has 
disappeared; the inhabitants now live by agricultural labor alone. The 
rivers may be made what they were at a small cost: only interested parties 
will, of course, protest ; but the interests of a large population require what 
has been suggested above. 

11. The following extracts are made from an article in the same paper :— 
We hope the Commissioners of the Calcutta 
Municipality will proceed with due delibera- 
tion in the matter of the new Municipal Bill. 
It is but fair that the Municipality should contribute towards the pensionary 
allowances of officers who might be lent to it by Government. We do 
not think that the proposal made by the Lieutenant-Governor in this con- 
nection is unreasonable, though the same cannot be said of the amount of 
the contribution demanded. It is not fair to raise objections to the proposal 
made by the Lieutenant-Governor to supply the Suburbs with municipal 
filtered water, and the public will never approve of the resolution moved by 
Dr. Rajendra Lal Mitra at a recent meeting of the Commissioners. It is 
significant that the Doctor is always found an opponent of reform. In the 
present case his opposition, as well as that of the Paikpara Raj family, 1s 
clearly due to the fact that they own extensive landed property in the 
Suburbs, and that the extension of the water-supply thereto will necessarily 
make them liable for a large amount of water tax. In conclusion, the 
Editor suggests that the portion of the Suburbs, extending to the 
Canal, should be transferred to the jurisdiction of the Calcutta Muni- 
cipality. 

i 13. After expressing a general approval of the contents of the 
Financial Statement just issued, the same 
paper remarks as follows :—‘‘ We have com- 
plete confidence in the ability and honesty of Major Baring. The Govern- 
ment of India, however, works in a particular groove from which it is diffi- 
cult for any of its members to move out. It was but the other day 
that Lord Ripon gave his assent to the Factories Act, quite unable to perceive 
the object for which the Jate Tory Ministry had proposed the measure. In 
the preparation of his budget, Major Baring was assisted by Mr. Chapman, 
and many other officers of the Financial Department, who are all disciples of 
Sir John Strachey. It would not therefore be wrong to suppose that the 
document must have some defects. Thus there is no good reason why the 
five millions paid by England as her share of the Afghan War expenses 
should be treated as ordinary revenue. We have confidence in Lord 
Ripon’s Government, and believe that it will really seek to reduce public 
expenditure after the termination of the Afghan War. One point referred 
to in the Financial Statement has exceedingly gratified us, namely the 
proposed extension of railways in Bengal, not from any considerations of 
strategy, but for the purpose of promoting trade.” The writer regrets 
to have to notice that the license tax remains in force. Great confidence 
_ Is expressed in the sincerity of the promise made by Major Baring in 

this connection: but the writer does not see the justice of continuing the 
license tax. , 

13. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 28th March, reproduces 

Sir Ashley Eden and native religious from the Amrita Bazar Patrikd certain 
endowments. speculations regarding the motive which pro- 
bably actuated Sir Ashley Eden in proposing legislation in the matter 
of native religious institutions. Several hypotheses are noticed, such 
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as the greed of money on the part of the rulers, and the desire to’ provide 
employment to Europeans, but none of them appears satisfactory. Persons 
possessed of any beneficial interest in native religious institutions have 
nothing to do with the Russians or with vernacular newspapers; nor have 
Hindoo gods and Mahomedan saints ever stood in the way of Government 
in increasing the excise revenue, collecting the license tax, or giving its 
decisions in the cases of Magrath and other high-handed officials, on any of 
which suppositions the action of the Bengal Government would be quite 
intelligible. The Ananda Bazar gives at last what it believes to be the 
true motive. In his proposal to initiate legislation in the matter of 
religious endowments, Sir Ashley Eden had kept two distinct purposes in 
view, namely (1) attempting to find out whether Lord Ripon would prove as 
pliable as his predecessor Lord Lytton; and (2) introducing the “ best 
men” of Calcutta society to the Viceroy. 


14. Under the head of ‘‘ Miscellaneous,” the same paper contains 
an article in which Sir Ashley Eden is described 
The “ best men.” as paying a visit to the Oriental Seminary 
at Calcutta, and there asking the boys, and 
then the teachers, the Secretary of the school, and last of all the 
Hon’ble Kristo Das Pal, “who are the best men?” None of the answers 
given satisfied him, though he seemed somewhat pleased at hearing one lad 
answer that the Lieutenant-Governors are the best men. On enquiry the lad 
turned out to be nephew of Maharajah Jatindra Mohun Tagore. Being at 
last requested by the Editor of the Himdu Patriot, Sir Ashley Eden himself 
condescended to explain who the “best men” are. These are Maha- 
rajah Jatindra Mohun Tagore and others, who, like him, are always ready to 
oblige His Honor by supporting his views. [This article, as well as the 
one noticed in the preceding paragraph, is written in an extremely 
sarcastic style. | 


15. The Bharat Mihir, of the 29th March, again presses upon the 
attention of Government the necessity of 
constructing a railway from Dacca to Mymen- 


sing. The Brahmaputra is reduced to the dimensions as it were of a 
thread, and trade is completely paralysed. 


16. The same paper remarks that by the passing of the Factories 


wes Waiheiies Ak Bill into law, Manchester has obtained another 


| triumph. It appears, from the speeches made 
in the Council Chamber that there was not the least necessity for this 


measure. Messrs. Kennedy and Reynolds did not hesitate to attribute 
it to the influence of Manchester. Lord Ripon indeed denied this; 
but His Excellency was doubtless not aware of the origin of the intro- 
duction of the Bill into the Legislative Council, and, being new to India, 
ought to have waited for some time before making up his mind to make it 
law. The Factories Act will have a most injurious effect upon the rising 
cloth industry of India. It will make capitalists less willing than 
before to invest in this business, make almost impossible the establishment 
of new mills, put an end to all good feeling between the employer and the 
employed, and make the chances of earning livelihood more precarious than 
ever to laborers in this country. 


17. The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 31st March, directs the atten- 


wae Sa tion of the Postal authorities to the necessity 

of reducing the present high scale of fees for 

the despatch of money-orders for all sums above Rs. 50. This would enable 

people to dispense with the need of transmitting notes and bills-of-exchange, 
and to make remittances through the agency of the Post Office. 


A Railway in Mymensing. 
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18. The Medini, of the 2nd April, dwells on the necessity of intro- 

rhe elective system in the Midna- ducing the elective system of municipal repre- 

pore Municipality. sentation in Midnapore, and notices it as a good 

sign that the leading inhabitants are holding meetings for the purpose of 
memorializing Government on the subject. 

19. In its issues of the 2nd and 7th April, the Samvdd Prabhakar 

arrest of two Hindu females under details the cases of two respectable Hindu 
a civil process. females of Calcutta who were recently arrested 
under a civil process and subsequently imprisoned. The provisions of the 
Civil Procedure Code bearing on this matter are strongly protested against, 
and Government is earnestly besought to omit them therefrom. In the 
‘nterests of the Hindu society, the subject should evoke discussion in the 
newspapers. 

20. The Sddhdrani, of the 3rd April, contains the following observa- 
tions in an article headed the ‘ Khas Mehals 
in the Midnapore district’:—We make 
the following extracts from a letter signed by two respectable persons 
regarding the condition of the khas mehals, and pray that Government, if 
it should consider any further enquiries into this matter necessary, should 
use means to obtain correct answers to the questions raised below. 

“ Are the four or five chief roads, which pass through the khas mehals, 
village roads? Do they answer all purposes of inter-communication 
between villages P Is it a fiction that in going from one village to another, 
or in reaching those roads, one has to wade through mud and water which 
are waist deep and sometimes deeper? Is it not true that in the 


The Khas Mehals in Midnapore. 
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rainy season the inhabitants go from one village to another by means of - 


small boats or in rafts made of plantain stems? Last year a few village 
embankments had a small quantity of earthwork done on them, and this 
year also something is being done. But how many are there of such 
embankments? Compared with the total number of villages they are 
nothing. What did the Collector Sahib see when he was here last rainy 
season? Did he not from his dak bungalow see a vast sheet of water spread 
out before him like the sea? Did not the spectacle greet his eyes of the 
inhabitants of Durgapore, Bankabere, Jagannathpore, Rampore and of 
many other villages lying to the south of the Court-house at Contai_per- 
forming their journey to and from that place in small boats? Did he not 
see that during the late rains the greater portion of the existing roads was 
completely under water for days together? Does he not remember to have 
seen numbers of mud-built huts give way in consequence of excessive rains 
and obstructed drainage? Does he deny that owing to the obstruction to 
drainage, caused by the silt formations in the Sarpai river, the rice crop 
grown over miles of the country was completely injured? Does he not 
admit that owing to excessive rains, and the absence of good drainage, 
certain rice fields in the khas mehals were last year entirely without any 
crops? Has he not really come to know what the condition was of the fields 
known as “ Jelebil” in pergunnah Paharpore? Did he not see the condi- 
tion of the land lying for eight miles on both sides of the road which leads 
from Contai to Midnapore? (This road was used by the Collector during 
the late rainy season.) Did he not perceive the existence of any obstructions 
to drainage on the occasion of his visit to the Sarpai river in compliance 
with the petition of the tenants of the locality ? Did he not hear that owing 
to silt formations in the channel of that river navigation by boat had become 
almost impracticable, and that over a length of about one mile the boats 
had to be towed over mud upon which there was no water? How far the 
statements published in the Sddhdrani are true or false will appear from a 
perusal of the depositions of Mr. Vertannes, the Superintending Engineer 
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of the Lower Provinces, and of the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Kali Nath Dé 
both of whom gave evidence on behalf of Government in the settlement 
suits of the Jalamutha and Majnamutha estates.” se 

21. The Som Prakdsh, of the 4th April, notices it as a significant fact 
that the ryots in Bengal have gradually learnt 
to take concerted action for the purpose of 
having their grievances redressed. The rent meetings which are being 
held in different parts of the country furnish A procf of this assertion. 
The ryots have now got a representative Association similar to that possessed 
by the zemindars; and these are moving in rival directions. Under the 
circumstances, the Legislature should be extremely cautious in its endeavours 
to place the relations between landlords and tenants ona more satisfacto 
footing. It cannot too carefully guard against the introduction of any 
principle into the law which may have the effect of conferring any undue 
advantage upon any of the parties. The advancement of both landlords 
and tenants is desirable and necessary. Government must be in error if it 
suppcsed that the ryots are an inoffensive class of men, while the landlords 
are a parcel of oppressors. The fact is rather otherwise. The rulers are 
naturally the friends of the ryot, and have more than once granted him 
privileges at the expense of the zemindars, It would be very unjust if the 
same course were followed this time also. Hither the share of the profits 
from land respectively due to Government, zemindar, and the ryot, after 
deducting the necessary cost of cultivation, should be fixed once for all, or 
the present state of things allowed to continue. Government, however, 
should see that the zemindars do not oppress their tenants, that the latter do 


not withhold the payment of rents, and that there is no great delay in 
deciding suits for enhancement of rents. 


The new draft Rent Bill. 


22. Thesame paper thinks it strange that in spite of the clear orders 


bh Sewn Sites teen te of the Lieutenant-Governor to the contrary, 
Rungpore. the District Road Cess Committee of Rung- 
pore has again appointed a European to fill the post of District Engineer 
rendered vacant by the resignation of the late incumbent. Several com- 


petent natives had applied for the post, but their applications were 
rejected. 
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